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There has been a cluster
several hundred years and in
sufficient importance to

" ‘Through the centre of the village
runs the boisterous River
which still = bears unmistakeable
traces of early harnessing of the
water. The river forms the bound-
-ary line for local government
purposes - between Sowerby Bridge
Council and Halifax Corporation.
* "Entering the village from Ludden-
den Foot one passes the modern
| works of Messrs C. Lindley and Co.
Ltd., engincers, before coming to
the 14th céntury corn mill. Inthe
centre of "the’ village is: a garden
where . once - stood ' the " Elizabethan
L hnilding.of theWhikink Men's-Cluby-

i which.has only. been -demolished +in -

. recent times.. . The club has now
‘other premises in the high street of
the village,

‘From- the Square one passes over

the River Ludd  in. the ancient .

township of ‘Midgley, up the narrow
twisting . road _to the Lord Nelson
“1Inn, dated 1634, “Across the road
is the war memorial, and thé church.

~ Leaving the . Lord ' Nelson Inn,
one immediately begins the ascent
of ‘Church Lane angd 'Old Lane, The
latter leads straight and steep from
the Church " school to the top of
Luddenden Lane. It is one of the
steepest lanes in the district, being
equalled only by the Buttress, at
Hebden Bridge.

Old Lane is part of the Long
Qauscway, an ancieit highway lead-
ing from Burnley, via Kebcote, to
Hebden Bridge, Heights Road, in
Wadsworth and Midgley to Halifax.

Old Corn Mill

Part of the old corn mill is still
being used by a firm of wool mer-
chants.and also by Messrs Lindley’s.
It is much larger than the original
! structure which was erected about
1379. It was built to take the place
of an earlier corn mill in-Warley
which ground coyn for the tenants
of the Lord of the Manor, When
that mill could not meet the needs,
the new mill was erected on its
present site. Material from the old
puilding was used, and the stream’

and water wheel *provided - the
motive power. '

In 1330, Richard -Paget was the
miller, - Later owners or lessees
were John Haldesworth, Richard
Chalesworth, William  Ramsden,
Hugh and Gilbert Lacye. The
latter name changed to Lacy, and
the owner of the mill in 1600 was
John Lacy of Brearley Hall, the
Lord of the Manor of Midgley.
Several of the leading families in
the district have had an interest in :
the property—Murgatroyd, . Oldfield, -
Lacy and ~Farrar. It passed in
the possession of the Murgatroyd
family by the marriage of Henry
Murgatroyd to Jane Lacy, in 1632,
and remained a Murgatroyd posses- |
sion for over 200 .years. It later

- __came into_the hands of Hartley and ]

NESTLING deep at the foot of
|hills, the village of Luddenden retains. an ‘old world
charm with narrow. twisting : '
folds, a beautiful church and
of houses comprising ‘the village for -
the early 15th .century . it..was’ of
be granted 'a ‘faculty to build a“church.

Ludd -

Midgley. and: Warley

and ‘winding streets, tiny -
a village pub. . .7 BT

et ———————— ;
s 0 = i e meaetazade st it e

John Murgatroyd, of Greave,
Midgley, who sold it to Robert and,
William Henry Thompson in 1856.|
It was then in the hands of the
Thompson family until it was sold
in 1951 C '

Stream produced 30 h.p.

In 1856 the property then in-
cluded the corn. mill, maltkiln,
warehouses, stabling for 18 horses,
wagon and cart sheds, gig house,
joiner’s shop, yards, outbuildings, "
reservoir, water wheel (the brook
produced about 30 hip), and goits;
and included in the sale were Tights
in conmection with: Haigh Cote and
Leadbeater Teservoirs- on Saltonstall
‘Moor, which: were erected for the
benefit of the mills "in Luddenden °
valley.

*  Mr Robert Thompson extended
the mill, built the’ chimney and
continued the corn business up to
his death in 1875. His sons carried
it on until the early part of this

century.
The Thompsons were leading
Methodists in the locality, and Mr

Richard Thompson was one of the
‘founders of the United Methodist
Church - in the- village. Mrs
Thompson resided at Carrfield,
Luddenden, and took an active -part -
in the corn business after husband’s
death. . She died in April 1905, at
the age of 86. She gave the land
on which St. James's Methodist
Church * is  built, and  subscribed
generously to the ‘building fund.

Mrs Thompson was ‘a niece of Dr.

fohn Mitchell, of Keighley and, was,
\cquainted with the Brontes. . She
_was a passenger in' the first train-that

— ran from Hebden Bridge o Sowerby
Bridge . and ‘remembered Branwell
Bronte, who was on_the station staff -
at Luddenden Foot.

- Lengthy ‘H'istor.y

in Luddenden, St..

The church
Mary's, has a lengthy; history, but,
ng. dates :only

the  present _building
from 1814, Permission “Wag ‘given
in 1460 to. biilld-a chapel af Tauddeh-’
"den, and this was_erccted ‘about 1461.
The scheme was _assisted: by gener-
e henty v 1464 Kby
*Edward 1V, conferred on the church
certain Tights which had’ been: pro-
poséd by his father ahd on June
29th, 1494, the ‘church ‘was ‘licerised -
for the celebration of “mass and
othér divine offices.” :
Up .to about
Lirddenden would have to travel-to
Halifax, in order to attend service.’
" In June, 1496, licence was granted
to the inhabitants
Sowerby and Warley, in ‘the Parish
of Halifax,. 10 S

within the .chape

and also in times of necessity, 1o

of ~Midgley, "

- 1624. . Then

I2Dec &S

have the sacraments. of the euchar-
ist and extreme -unction; so -it be
without prejudice to the- Parish .
Church of Halifax. - o
The first chapel was neyer con
secrated nor had rights of sepulture.
‘Archbishop . Crarimer proposed - to.
give a’licence for its consecration to
Archbishop Les, but the Jatter died
before it 'was performed. _In spite |
of this, divine service, Catholic and:
Protestant, continued .to be per-
formed in the chapel until the year
na petition was sent by
the local inhabitands asking _for:
parochial rights at Inddenden, and ;
this was granted by the King at'a
Court held at Greenwich, on May’
21st, 1624. & i e
Consecration of the church and
churchyard took. place. in August,

1624, by Greenwood and Walsh, the

“witnesses attesting

-{ey,. Thomas Lacy,

to. the act being
william Midg-

James Murgatroyd,
C Jasper Lacy,

_Gregory-Patchett and Gilbert . Deane.’

' original building

. Established

The first burial entry in the
"Luddenden Church  register is’
{1 October 18th, 1653. Burials, .how-

“iately
‘ yard,

. much wider structure.

_ chapel  of ‘Luddingden,”

cause- Mass and’"

ther divine offices to be rated: . C NS g ;
g e o cesl 3{; CLS%%?ndzﬁ;singem, early - 1800°¢ has ‘boep res-

It is presumed that by .then the
had been super-
seded by a second church, though
there is no written record of it.

_ There is an unusual feature ‘about
the consecration, Owing to an omis-
sion in the writing out of the .
mandate, the ceremony was per-
formed by two priests without the. ..
aid of a bishop, and the Ludden-
den Church is thought {o be the
only . one associated with  the '
Church  which was
consecrated in this way. o é

ever, must have taken place jmmed-
after thé’bon&cféﬁb’fi’"o’f"{ﬁf
for one of -the - gravestones
bears the date 1625, and relates to

a Maurgatroyd. For a. number of

years the records were kept at York.

The first baptism recorded in the

register is July 23rd, 1654, and the

first marriage, May 1st, 1661,

Early. 1n the 15th century, the

|2 PET /Y683

* church had ' become sO dilapidated
-.that it was decided to pull it down

and build another. So ‘the present
church was erected to plans of Mr.

Thomas Taylor, a Leeds architect,

the. cost being about £2,985. The
chiurch - occupies the same site as
the old building though it has a
In 1865 the
chancel was extended and beautified,
and in 1899 a three-manual organ
was placed in the chancel and an .
organ chamber built.

A Polluted Church

Tradition has /it that a priest
named Gilbert - Brooksbank ~was
murdered in the church about the
year 1537, The story is supported;
by the fact that in November, 1537,
there was 4 gift-of money to be
devoted- “to the reconciling of the
which " had

* been polluted by the. shedding of.
1460 residents in

blood. In the days of King Charles
1,: James Murgatroyd, (the builder

- of Haigh House) and.his ‘three sons

were theavily fined . for misdemean-
ours'‘cpmmitted in the church and|
its préoincts, e |
A relie "of the Church, a 16621
font which has stood ‘in the yard




tored and taken into the ‘church. -
In 1949 work was commenced on
-the renovation .and. reconstructlon
of the church- and fabric.

House Changed its Name ‘

The- only pubhc “house still in
Juse in the village today is the Lord
Nelson Inn, whrch is full of history -
. and character, " The building * was I
| re-erected in 1634, and was used ‘as |
a private residence by - Gregory
Patchett, It remained ag such until’|
about 1740.. The ‘inn’was “originally |
name the “White Swan”; and it |
most probably changed its title ‘to 1
celebrate the victory of -Trafalgar |
on October 21st, 1805. The Lord |
Nelson was.- admirably. suited . to*
‘ serve ds the “Kirk "Stile,  and :if’
+was' the custom : of the -vxsxtmg,;'f
. ‘parsons to-take thexr tréats or meais i
at the! inn. o

: At one trme, the inn was, . the :

St

the bulldmg was that. it was, used’as’
a- library formed - as" early as
1776.,: It ‘was a. subscription library; "
" one" of the first "in the North of *
- England.” Books’ were housed in an ;
upper room of -the inn where some:
of the most distinguished scholars of
the. district met. In 1830,. the sub-:
“scription. was. 4d, a" mqnth -but *
later it was mcreased to 6d. The-!
library- flourished -when .books were.
difficult to obtain and: purchased °
"the Dickens, Thackeray and Bronte .
"books as they came out, "When .
- Branwell Bronte was ‘first. stafions"
- master at Luddendén Foot (1870) he
. used to come up to the inn and the |
library gatherings. It was decided {0
. sell the collection in 1917, but it was
not until the early 1930s that the:
library.'was disbanded. Many of the.
books ‘went to. degley and Ludden-
den schools.

= Mayor ” of Luddenden =

" In the 1860's the customers cf the

. Lord Nelson decided that -with Lud-

: denden’s’. growing importance ‘the’
village should have a “Mayor,” dand-

. a brass chain was duly purchased
.. This js still preserved at the inn to:;

Luddénden -and - mayorl' were duly

friends at the inn diminished..
In 1951 extensive ~alterations' and

designed * St. James's Methodist |*
Church, It was built.in 1903 at a
cost “of - £2,100, and replaced anl
older chapel in Ché.p'el'Stre'ét'." Like
many other buildings 'in the Calder
Valley it has two ground flodfs, The |
lower floor, opened on one side, is
used as a school and, the upper !
floor is occupied by the chapel.

o

|| Midgley Methodist New Connexion,-

| Street. The debt on the chapel was -

- day,. Not to. be outdone by all zhe: .
- regality of Halifax Corporation, af"'
mock ‘corporation was formed in|

_elected,  and ‘the~Lordi“Nelson Inn|
_ " was the council -chamber. This firca|"
" was kept up for years but was events |-
ualnly forgouen swhen. thercircle of |*

B of .the .working. men’s . club,
occupred as.a workmg mens club
. modernisation of the-inn took place. i
At the top end of High Street, near "
to’ New Road, stands_the “strikingly [

! ‘-érgamsatrons
|. c‘hurCh e E -

Methodism:was established in the
Iuddenden district towards “the- end
of the 18th century.by a young man.

| nameq John__ Sutcliffe, . who _ lived

at Bwobd: -He-established: dxclasé’
meeting ih. the vrllage + Insits- eatly:
sdays Luddendenis thought to, have

| belonged to the Colne circuit,. and

later was for a short time in the
Halifax circuit. In December, 1788,
there were: 55 members, comprising
five classes. In"1798 the district fell
on-somewhat evil days, but in 1803
the then famous “Little ‘Jonathan”

! (Jonathan Saville, of Southowram) |

led a revival, so that the member-
ship increased “eight-fold. » .

- William .Boardall, of degley, in
1804 was appointed - class - leader,
remaining for many years, until
through some dissatisfaction he and

instrumental - in “the - erection of

At Luddenden Dean higher up the
valley a chapel -was first erected in’
1828. In the. early 1800°s. under
the influence of George Hartley, a

well known local preacher, Ludden- |-

den Wesleyans had a revival, and in.
1811 premises were built -in “Chapel.

'£1,050 when- opened, and for ten’
years abouit .£40 wasi. annuany re-
‘quired. to pay mterest on, the
borrowed money. In- 1863 a new’
‘school was built ‘replacing-the- old:
chapel at_a cost of £952, and a
‘rhinister’s . house was built in 1875
> In.the centre of the village is-a
garden which is the site. of: former
working ~men’s club. which was:
. demolished ‘in. recent years The:
_club. has now prermses in-a bUl]d-‘
“ing in the High Street.” Not a great”

.deal is. known about the old build~, |

.ing- ‘that once - housed the™ workmg

oy R T

mens clwb. It was erected, in

wardens ‘used
business-in the - mn ‘and in'a -garden.
at. the rear, The late Mr John
Longbottom chose ‘the mn as “the .
scene  for ‘a ‘sfory in | Wl 1ch.,a

" Highlander of - Prince Charli€’s’ arfy
escaped firoti- 4. back" Wmdow aided

by a Scors maxij at the mn

The .inn". commanded a rrcentral‘
 place.in. the village and it ‘must-have .
“been ‘a bysy. hostelry in_its_heyday.,” -
"In July, 1854,,it was sold by guction
and.in. 1877 was, re-sold to_the Lud- .
- denden Cq-operatxve Societyy - who -
surrendered it in ‘1920 to the-trustees.
LIt Was“
from . 1880, i

- . PR P

From Pub to Church
T House * -

The former: Murgatroyd . Arms..in, .
t'he centre, of. ‘the vrllage was closed
as a pwbhc house in 1939. It has
_NOW - been given. a.-new leass- of life
“being.. taken . oyer as the. church
hquse, IJ: is. used -by. the: yarjous.
.connected -with+ the -

s

Tt atmaas

a number of others left. They were .

as.the ' Wolf Inn, and 1ocal’ chureh- f
. tmpsact; theit,: |

. Gl'OWth of Me_thodism_.. ™ Known: as:: the, Murgatroyd Arms

i \ “for. ove R

00. yearsi: ‘the, former:sinn
|'tias a design Of . arms, possibly;‘that.
»of . James - Murgaﬂroyd < whichr:=is

descrrbed in,. .Heraldic - :langnage.
“Argent e three - crosses,: y.floree.
- sable.”. - Situated.: “just: « insidesstbe

Wanley, ownship of :the -borough-.of
“Halifax, the inn probablyr Knew:
- some..prosperous times -in- ~the-Lud-:
denden yalley, particularly.. when
the stone ‘auarries; at. Mount<Tabo¥:
“were busy, and the. feamers brought:
* their loads-down- Stock -Eane: to..be
" delivered “at” Luddenden Fo i
when- all the mills in:the vall

all workmg’and emplaying-a° 'large .
number of--avqrkers, - ‘The- premises-
“were” formerly the headquarters of

-Rest in D k :
been aseerfamed‘ when thy

up Stocks:_Lane, i
T O Riding: Th les
known ' reference’ 10014 Zhuisd
in a  deed dated Septémber ISth
. 1561.~:For: centuries .. it L Was-- the
homestead of yeoman clothiers who
carried on_ the ‘combined work of-
farming, grazing, sheep" rearm ‘-‘j-and‘
cloth making. N
A deed of 1561 refers Io land m_
Warley, out of which- from 1537 &
yearly annuity of’ 20s.’ Rhds = been
- paid towards. the salary. of Rood
.Priest -at: Halifax - ‘Parish, Churchs
With other ‘chantries, thie ‘1004 ; sers,
vice -was. supressed and lts revenues
' confiscated in Elizabsth’s timie: _. .
. Sir.. Thomas,_ Gargrave, a kmght,

‘became proprietor,: by *grant - from
the Crown, of the 20/- annmty. He

military’ leader and court favoume‘

.sold out for a lump sum-to “James

Haldworth, In’ this’ -deed,;-Haldworth

whs seﬂlmg the estate to* Gilbert”

/ZD&‘C /9673
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E Brooksbank, of Bank House; Warley: -
.The-first signature to the deed was
William -Deyne- of- Oldrydynge :

16th Century Duel .

The Deynes had+ ptospered thh
: the ‘expansion.-of -trade . during .the -
" twd previous: cénturies. It is recorded -
..that one Richard Deyne was said
%o have killed one Brooksbank in a-
ducl .and .in expiation left a yearly. .
.fent :of 13s 4d. to the Chaplain of
.- Luddenden in 1526, A iocal’ court
roll ‘of 1578 records that Richard
Deyne,__son and heir of William
|-Deyhie “of *Old “Riding, surrendered "
to John Parkyson, a consxderable
amount ofe“pronerty for a ‘term ‘of .
21 yeats, paying 16s. rent.
Church Schools. .
The village . has . two schools, a
| jupior mixed  and infants’.  Under- B
the control of the church authori-
[“ties' the mfénts’ school” occupies a .
ns1te ‘near the jurictionof Newy Road
with ~High - Streét:- Thefe has ‘been
, church: dehool- in- the' village: for
““over 130'yedrs afid both schools are
- ainder ‘the- jurisdiction ‘6f thé church,
History - of " the’" schools -hag beett
]ong and eventful, legislation and -
. time. have wrought many’ changes,
" bug religious,education. has ﬂounshed
) and developed. . : 5 vy
" In the village there is .2 }arge
‘number .of.. Riree-storeyed cottages
with long mullioned windows—the .
-houses . of the late exghteenth and
ninefeenth. centuries. - -“Along’ the
strea:msxdes -were.the .. water-driven
fullg,ng zind §cnb'blmg m“lls. At 4

pinnacled  gables, #two double-_
‘storeyed:. porches: and.. clusters of
ngmal stone mullxons.

"' The* steep gradlent :of --High:
§‘ Street, Luddenden, winding.: its -
I marrow-path through the -housés
| 'clustered close on exther snde.--




