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CALVERT’S MILL ...

THE HEART OF WAINSTALLS  nwiromuwos
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A willage shaped by wool, work and community +—

J. & J. CALVERT
'WORSTED SPINNERS
'WAINSTALLS, YORKSHIRE
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@) WHEN DID IT BEGIN? £ 8 WHAT DID THEY MAKE? QUiF-"] WHY WAS IT S0 IMPORTANT?
% 8

T e A Wasaral il e 8 Calverts Mill were part of Yorkshire’s Wainstalls was a small, isolated moorland

use from about 1821, and the business
continued there until around 1951,

worsted textile trade—processing village. The mills were the main employer,
wool rather than weaving finished cloth. | so they shaped nearly everything:

Calderdale archives describe “the three M Tk included:
mills” being supplied by water from

Housing

+ wool sorting

the nearby Cold Edge reservoirs. Chapel attendance

+ draving
* winding Schooling
One of the buildings, later called T y
Wainstalls Mill or Upper Mill, was a = T - Migration into the village
3-storey stone mill built just north of - 25 2
the earler “Old Mill” somerime > * piming

eolezL These were skilled preparatory processes Local politics

Marriage patterns

WAINSTALLS MILL (UPPER MiLL)
S ) forspaning and weving woollen tsiles. If your family lived in Wainstalls in 1901,

Women and girls formed a major part there's a very high chance someone
of the workforce, especially in spinning. worked for Caluert’s,

WHY LIVERPOOL? WHY GIRLS?
From about 1876 onward, Calvert's aranged
e5 gigsifrons [tverpocl workhouses el Liverpool had huge workhouses and industrial
industrial schools to come to Wainstalls iﬁ e n e

to work in the mils.

" = 3 0 By the 18705, Calvert's made formal arrangements
MORE THAN 250 GIRLS ORI o take girls from institutions such as Brownlow Hill
e R R e D

They were housed locally,trained in mill work, %
Girls were considered idealfor the skilled,

id many stayed permanently.
AN R AR N careful work of spinning and other mill asks

show women born in Liverpool living in -
Ml giels, Wainstalls Wainstalls POVERTY IN THE CITY

. late 1800 They became kenown locally as OPPORTUNITY IN THE COUNTRY
the Wainstalls Waifs. A LIFE CHANGED FOREVER

THE “ORPHANS’ GRAVE'

Like many texele mils, Caveres declined Cold Edge N
after the Second World War. At nearby Luddenden Dean there x # }%

There was afire at Wainstalls Mill is a memorial stone for seven young

in May 1942, and by the 19505
the mills were closing

il sssociated with the mill—oftcn
clled the “Orphans’ Grave”.
%" Old Mill Site

Sige ol meingris dgeibefts Itbecame surrounded by grimlegends,

butrsesechsuggestsmill ovner i
in theare, sl running with line |\ @ Wainsall
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before final closure B N\

e of the last steam-powered mills

Orphans’ Grave', | The three mills at Wainstalls were powered by
Luddenden Dean water from the nearby Cold Edge reservoirs

IN SHORT: CALVERT’S MILL MADE WAINSTALLS WHAT IT WAS.

't just a workplace—it was the reason the 1 the form you see in the 1901 censu





