Planning for the best

-LAST n1ght ratepayers of
Luddenden ntet = their

the way the ¢entre of the
village is being .developed:
What.a pity the villagers and

|decisions were taken.

them are a ‘motley collection
—some- over-ripe-for-demoli-

tion, - others 'still.. making|

good residences and-shops, a
few of historical and archi-
tectural inferest.

The wholé forms a section
which has been’called quaint
and which ‘certainly has-a
duite exceptional” character,
a. .character whlch must
command affeétion’ and res-
pect. It used, in fact, to be
something.of g.show. pzece in

this locality, but. in:-.recént|
‘'years it has," frankly, been

getting into a more -and more
.disreputable state as build-
ings have been demolished
and . others bhecome - ugoceu-
pied. Andnowhaveappeared,
i _the- very .centre- of :this
area . which ™ eould.. .be so
attractive, four neéw:garages
which: are undoubtedly in

ward councillors to protest at}

Luddenden, in  its & older|
part by the stream, is. af
planners’ nightmare.  Its|
narrow and twisting streets|
are a menace.. to modern|
traffic, and quite a lot -of|
traffic uses them, nowadays.|
The: old buildings bordering|
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their elected representatives|
did not get ‘together beforef

ithemselves both smart . and
useful, but. which. are also
undoubtedly quite.  out:- of
keeping: with thelr surround-
ings. "

- It 1s a: fair question to ask
|if: the: planning authority has
|notrfailed in'itg.chief duty of
1|safeguarding  local amenity

Thutlding~
particular development
| Ideally, the character :of
|this"bit.of Luddenden village,
should . be: preserved.. -In
practice, much of it could-be,
but the ratepayers would
‘have to meet a very.consider-
able bill. In the event, what
will happen-—to the garages,
and to the rest of the area,
the fate and future: of much
of which : still have be
decided ?

The lesson of ‘the present
protests s, surely that
icouncillors : have:

;Special responsibility to then'
'wards whean . particularly
difficult ‘problemsof.:.demolix
tion and redevelopment arisé
in their area; and.that locak
pédple concerned for their
districts - would do well to
keep a keen ‘eye: on council

something "of “which  .they

becomes - irrépardble. - The
value of the protests is..that
the.. remaining : redevelop-
ments-in Lud enden village
will get a lot more study.than
'would -otherwise have been
the case, with, we hope, good
results

committee - ‘minutes lest|
would - certainly cusapprove‘
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