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: LUDDENDEN has been. G
: described as many things

— quaint, "picturesque, -
characterful . . . and’-
even damp.

- But one thing is cer-

tain: its future char-_;

. acter is in the balance.

-Its. typical Pennine cli--

mate—nine months’ win-
ter and three months’ bad

- weather — prompted one
. Tesident to suggest turning .
.. the. whole™ valley ;into-” a.
- much-needed Teservoir as :

the best solution. :

. But before - oon-,
'servationists -burst ~a blood-
. vessel at the thought of the. :

floodgates being - opened;

this" suggestion has not been -

aired as an official .plan to

~end Luddendens prob ems. .
And if anyone thinks the .

vilage has no problems,

o .

they need only talk to the -

. people living. there to hear
" that-they' are at-odds over-

the ‘biggest- issue they have

had to face —_ tourxsm.
Close to its

HEART

) Calderdale Council- . has_
' ‘Luddenden  close .. to its .
“conservation heart, - but  its

efforts, coupled with those

“Society, have created rumb-

Yings - of disquiet among:

v111agers Some fear it could
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-become another Haworth or
Heptonstall, inundated .with
Sunday drivers for wh1ch it
‘has no room. -

< This is'not to say the'y are
‘inhospitable. folk. - But" to

"attract tourists to: the . vil-
‘' lage, they feel, would ;meéan
Cproviding car parks "and

cream - teas, - antiques . .and

“trinket shops which “would
woonflict  with Luddendens
“natural evolution. -

On - the other’ hémd ‘the

% ‘village has been saved from

eclirie "in recent' years-only
‘by the influx:-'of town

" workers “who have'. realised

the ~ potential of. .. its _‘old
‘buildings and broken-down

*-.. cottages as-modern; homes.

" of Luddenden .Conservation -

.

This shot _in- the‘ arm -was _

much needed. to- brmg youth-
ful ' .interest .back to. the
village and prevent it dying
with the last remalmng old-
timer. -

But the main questlon on

. conservation:-mow seenis to

be wheré should it stop.-

~Is it the “job of . a local
counc11 “or” ‘g ‘conservation
. society to. setvitself up as a
tourist _bo vd-- - and plan
attractions for -visitors . to
exploit the natural- attrac-
tions that are there already
or to provide! facilitiess for

|
|
i
|

infprests. of-the residents?

1 Luddetiden’s case none
# these ~things has ‘hap-
efed yet, .but the chicken
an the‘egg theory does ot .
s"n to:apply: here.

¥ nlike Haworth, Ludden-

jot about and exploit, and -
: ‘villager put it ”

“thonghts are not'
- Uitowards . sellmg

mozp beer, _Dop and crisps to
" an mvasou\ of .

Dxm : townfolkt
ng: her “seven years a
thef Lord Nelson Inn, in the

'#e’s - main; * street, -she
feqlf she has done her bit
tofards: offering. substantial
r@:ﬁ?eshments“ to " her

mers,~ both™ Jocals and’
v1sfxmrs, but 1t has not pald

Welve ' tned everythmg
‘sandwichies “and " pies
peds to. ploughman’s

es, but it"is a waste of

—_ there Just 1$n’t the

ifer ithe tourist wanting
to ppss - few spare hours
on wnny day.

king«is" seen by the
oouﬂu] -as .. the  heaviest
pres{ire on the village. -The
narrow streets can' hardly
cope; with i residents’ own
carg:. and few of the older
houses : have any parking
nearb_y i

i has no famous family to .-
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Rehson- for
CLEAN-UP-

F{fes “’ e g " . Many +villagers, particala-
‘ rly;among the older end, see_
; this as -anything but con.
servation © and -are - still
questioning - the reasoning °
‘behind” the - so-called- " clean-
up T 2 L w5 o i © gt
They’ could” be - forgiven
‘for,wondering where it will
end and worrying -that- they
N m—_ig_hlt 'be,f'caught up in the
o AR novelty of tourism. CoT
ert 13, Apple- ‘But in:reply to: the fq*ifaie_s,
Tt Ehotks —themt - isniiy . thes chairm n, of Luddenden:
It shqtks “theml ‘to-'think, | Comervaﬁoi : .Socie’iy,-?-“; ,Q'
their pew home ‘was: almost’ Rodney -Collinge,  has -invites
pulled: down “along’ with - | villagers. to, society meetiniry
~other cottages.in-the terrace . and has:asked them sto') gt
and they' think the devel- inwived in.what's going“fy

-.opers who moved in_to save’ ; 5 >R
them g a worthy J0b. | e hot, B fa
a2 pood It con ‘want to éncovrage toutists
servation' ° sodiety’s - invol- : . P DT g
vement .in new building and tof the ' detriment “of vils
development: plans for -the lagers, . but; the subject

village is desirable’ to keep - will come up for an' airin:
the: village's- character. . I o B e

ne: 3 S atthe next society meeting
like jt-as it is and want to | : s
e it stay this way” sad | 93 S’g;urs_éa.x, in' Church
" Stevhen. . o . S AR

.But one of the things that ‘yThere. will inevitably

has - changed, despite -this ' ( .
e e R L b& yet another clash of

yard, With the backing .of |- Opinions...and Ludden-
itie parochial church council den’s future -could -de- -

- and’the- conservation society, pknd on- the outcome. -
old gravestones have. been . |- F B
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There were once four public
houses in Luddenden providing tiquid
refreshment all day and much of - the.
night to the dusty throats of the quarry
'workers who trundled down - Stocks
Lane with. their loads.. Now there is

customers are catered for by George
and Ada Needham.

The ‘Lord Nelson prowdes a
welcome, but it is hardly the image of
the. country pub that has sprung up as
an.attraction to country visitors.

Brothers John and Philip Kit-
chen, of Galpro Food Products, one of
the few new industries to: move into
Luddenden, are p|ctured with some of
their turkebabs destined for the tablea
of Bn-tam.

When cars. park. in the narrow
High Street there’s little room left for
two-way traffic, but fhe structure of
the road Juncuons means -a ‘one-way
system is impassible. TA- seasonal res-

“friction of access to reSIdents busx-

nesses and services is being considered.
Plctured £ 5 is the’ vul-lage
store and sub - post office ‘which pro-

vides vullagers wuth the basnc essenhals.

© Next week: .Queensbury — proud
hll!fop village or blg town dormltory?

gstshe: ‘the Lord Nelsorr -%ﬂm\w’nere‘;;...
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.Village:life often centres on the church and St Mary's Parish
Church, Luddenden, is- no exception. Pictured outside the
church which was rebuilt in the prosperous 1820s is the vicar,

. the Rev Philip' Mortimer—one of the most familiar faces
' ’ around. '



. The Hariesand. cort s rigt 3 familiar sight in Luddenden’s High Street these days -but
---when.Mr -Arnold Wade goes shopping he takes a touch of nostalgia with him. ‘Going
T gEL s . along for the ride is Mrs Flo:ja Clarke. . e
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. OId Lane (left), and the junction of High Street and Stocks Lsne. Drawings by
: Christine Kerrin, of Calderdale Town Planning Department.




